PROPOSED CITATION FOR SILVER STAR

FIRST LIEUTENANT MATTHEW C. FERRARA
SS#
FOR EXCEPTIONALLY VALOROUS CONDUCT DURING OPERATION ENDURING  FREEDOM VIII WHILE ASSIGNED AS A PLATOON LEADER IN CHOSEN COMPANY,2D BATTALION (AIRBORNE), 503D INFANTRY.  1LT FERRARA’S COURAGEOUS LEADERSHIP AND CALM DEMEANOR UNDER FIRE WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN REPELLING AN OVERWHELMING ATTACK BY AN ENEMY FORCE THREE TIMES LARGER THAN HIS OWN.  DURING THREE HOURS OF INTENSE COMBAT 1LT FERRARA EXPERTLY LED HIS MEN IN THE DEFENSE OF THE ARANAS OUTPOST UNTIL HE WAS ABLE TO CALL FOR AIR STRIKES DANGER CLOSE TO HIS OWN POSITION TO NEUTRALIZE THE ENEMY THREAT.  HIS ACTIONS REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF, THE ROCK BATTALION, THE BAYONET BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM, AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY.

NARRATIVE FOR SILVER STAR

FIRST LIEUTENANT MATTHEW C. FERRARA
           On 22 August at 0455l the Ranch House Outpost at Aranas, Afghanistan was attacked from all sides by a company sized insurgent force, simultaneously engaging every post in the perimeter by multiple RPGs and SAF. 1LT Ferrara was serving as the Platoon Leader First Platoon, C Company, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment (ABN).  On that morning he woke up to the sound of intense SAF and RPG explosions. When he moved outside of his quarters he came under effective SAF and he saw Afghan National Army and Afghan Security Guard forces fleeing from their post, which had swiftly been overrun by the insurgents.

1LT Ferrara immediately contacted his higher command to report the situation.  He deployed his men around the TOC and contacted all for reports but quickly lost communication with Post 3 and Post 4. 1LT Ferrara recognized the need to employ fires to disrupt enemy’s movement.  He directed fire on enemy targets with the 120mm mortars at Bella Outpost. The TOC began to take effective RPG fire from the ANA post that had been overrun by the enemy and communications were knocked out when an RPG destroyed his antenna. Recognizing that the fight would be lost if he could not maintain communications with higher elements he took a radio out of the TOC and reestablished  the PLT CP at a location from which he had better awareness of the battle and could better direct the defense.


1LT Ferrara concluded that all the effective fire was coming from the south east of the Ranch House and that the ANA and ASG posts had been overtaken by the insurgents and that these would make excellent targets for CAS when the A-10s arrived. 1LT Ferrara explained the enemy situation to the pilots and gave them targets marking his own  location with a VS17 panel. He directed air strikes against the enemy while taking effective fire from the insurgents firing 10 meters form his location. His precise reporting allowed the A-10s to strafe insurgents that had advanced to within 10 meters of US forces. He continued to use CAS to destroy the enemy by conducting two additional
gun runs within danger close range of friendly troops. The gun runs stopped the enemy advance causing them to retreat from their attack. Despite taking 50% casualties to the US forces from enemy fire, 1LT Ferrara quickly moved from a defensive to offensive posture. He assembled a team and directed them to clear through the rest of the perimeter to find all enemy and collect all casualties. 


After casualties were evacuated, 1LT Ferrara received a quick reaction force that he employed to occupy fighting positions in the event of another enemy attack. He continued to conduct fire missions, call CAS and CCA onto the enemy as they retreated to the south and south east towards the village of Aranas.

1LT Ferrara’s precise assessment of the situation and rapid decision to employ danger close CAS and mortar fire stopped the enemy from overrunning  the Ranch House outpost. His calm demeanor under fire and effective reporting allowed his higher command to push assets to him which he quickly employed to destroy the enemy. This action yielded invaluable intelligence with the death of MVT “ xxxxxxxx”  and at least 10 of his fighters, as well as enemy video tapes of attack plans, pictures of insurgents, and payroll documents utilized by insurgent commanders.

Notes from Matt’s parents:

Company Commander’s statement:  1LT Ferrara took all necessary actions to destroy the enemy and keep his platoon alive.  He made tough life changing decisions in a matter of moments that allowed his platoon to defeat the enemy.  I highly recommend him for this award.


Battalion Commander’s statement: Absolutely flawless and valorous preparation for a large scale attack, and calm heroic actions when his small fire base was penetrated.  Absolutely selfless valorous leadership in the face of extreme pressure – unanimous board vote.

This is not the battle in which Matt died but occurred 11+ weeks prior to his death.  A decision on the Silver Star is still pending.
A video camera was found on a dead insurgent after the battle. On the camera was footage showing an Afghan national on-post worker that Matt had fired 10 days earlier.  This man was shown planning the assault.  The camera went to battle for a reason.  

During the Ranch House battle, 8 Americans were wounded and none were killed.

56 hand grenades were thrown.

“Danger close” can result in friendly fire death or injury.

In New Zealand newspapers Matt’s date of death is written as 9/11/07 instead of our 11/9/07

Matt’s grandfather earned the Silver Star during WWII in the Pacific for similar reasons, lived a long life and is now buried at Arlington

Matt will be going back to West Point to lie with others from the Long Gray Line.
